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RELIEF TO ASSESSMENT DISTRICTS. Assembly Constitutional Amend· 
ment 20. Adds section 3Ic to Article IV of Constitution. Declares 
Legislature may enact general laws for refunding, repayment or YES 
adjustment, from public funds raised or appropriated by United 
15 States, the State or its political subdivisions for street and highway 
improvement purposes, of assessments or bonds or any portion 
thereof, which have become a lien on real property and were levied 
-l-
or issued to pay costs of such improvements which may be, or may NO 
have become, of more than local benefit. Ratifies any such acts of 
Legislature heretofore adopted. 
(For full text of measure, see page 38, Part Ii) 
Ar-gument in Favor- of Assembly Constitu-
tional Amendment No. 20 
This Amendment is submitted for the pur-
pose of remodng any limitation or prohibitiOI~ 
against the granting of relief to overburdened 
special assessment districts. 
During thf' boom years immediately preced-
ing the depression beginning in 1929, millions 
of dollars in special assessments were levied 
against property in the State of California to 
pay the cost and expense of major street and 
highway improvements. The result has been 
that private property has been overburdened 
with assessmen ts far in excess of any special 
benefits to such property by reason of such 
improvements. Thousands of small home 
owners face the distress and injustice of losing 
their homes by foreclosure by reason of snch 
excessive assessments levied for major improve-
ments. 
The policy of both the state and local govern-
ments has changed. Improvements of state 
highways and streets of major importance are 
now paid for out of the gasoline tax funds rather 
than by an impost against an abutting property 
owner. To illustrate: San Fernando Road, 
a primary state highway carrying the truck 
traffic from San Joaquin Valley and northern 
points to San Pedro Harbor, was paved and 
improved through the cities of San Fernando, 
Burbank, Glendale, and Los Angeles, and the 
cost of such improvements was paid by special 
assessments levied against tlte property abutting 
the highway. If this improvement was to be 
constructed today the entire cost would be 
borne by general highway funds because of ita 
benefit to the people as a whole. 
It is to correct and remedy snch mistakes that 
this Amendment is submittNI. The Amendn1f'nt 
is p<>rmissive. It will enable the state legisla-
ture to adopt general laws for the "refuuding, 
repayment or adjustment, from public funds 
raised or appropriated by the United States, 
the State or any city, city and county, or 
county for street and highway improvement 
purposes, of assessments or bonds, or any por-
tion thereof, w 11ich have bee-ome a lien upon 
real property, and which were leded or issued 
to pay the cost of street or highway irnpron:-. 
ments or of opening and widf'ning proceediugs 
which may be or may have become of more than 
local benefit." 
The legislature at its last session adoI" , 
Assembly Bill No. 242 and Assemhiy Bill 
440, with the approval of the Governor, w11· 
provide for carrying into effect relief to over-
assessed property. This Amendment will vali-
date snch laws. 
This Amendment is designed to reli~ve the 
real property owners and not for the benrfit and 
relief of speculators in special as~essment bOllfls. 
In behalf of those unfortunate people of this 
State whos€' life savings. inv<,sted in their 
homes, are about to be lost by fore('losnre; those 
people who have been sp<'cially aSRessed for 
improvements which benefit the entire state, 
we most sincerely urge that you vote "YES" on 
Proposition No. 15. 
C. DO~ F'IELD, 
Member of the Assembly, 
Forty-third District. 
Ill. V. LATHAM, 
Member of the Assembly, 
Fifty-third District. 
RELIEF TO ASSESSMENT DIS TRICTS. Assembly Constitdional 
Amendment 20. Adds section 3Ic to A.rtic1e IV of Constitution. 
Declaree Legislature ma~' enact general laws for refunding, repay-
m(~nt or adjustment, from public funds raised or appropriated by 
1; nited States, the State or its political subdivisions for street and 
15 highway improvrment purposes, of assessments or bonds (ll' any 1jor-tion thereof, which baye become a lien on real property and were 
leyied or issufd to pay costs of such improvements which may be, 
I I 
,YES 
or may have become, of more than loeal benefit. Ratifies any such 
acts of Legislature hel'.~t(lfore adopted. 
.Assembly Constitlltional Amendment Xo. 20-A 
resolution to propose to the pe0ple or floe State 
of California an amendment of Article IV of the 
Constitution of the State, by addirJg section 31e: 
thereto, relating to relief to assessment districts. 
Resolved by the Assembly, the Senat~ c,)jlcurring, 
That the Legislature vf the Stale of CaIifoIllia at 
its fifty-first regular session commencing on the 7 th 
day of January, 1935. ty;o-thirds of the members 
elected to each of the two houses of the said Legis-
lature voting in fayor thereof. hereby proposes to 
the people of the State of California that the Con. 
stitution of said State be amended by addil1g to 
Article IV thereof a new sectiou to be numbel'~d 
3le, to read as follows: 
(This proposed amendmel1t does not expl'es~ly 
amend auy existing section of the Constitnti(,n, bnt 
adds a new section thereto; therefore, the provi-
sions thneo£ nre printed in BLACK·F ACED TYPE 
to indicate that they are NEW.) 
PROPOSED A:~Ir~DMEST l'(j 'rHE .:;o:-ri-;,TI'l'UTION'. 
Sec. 3lc. No proviiliou of this Const.itution shall 
be construed as a limitation upon the power of the 
Legislature to provide by general law for the 
refunding. repayment or adjustment, from public 
funds raised or appropriated b:, the United States, 
the State or any city, city and county. or county for 
street and highway improvement purposes, of 
assessments or bonds, or nny portion thereof, which 
have become a lien upon real property, and which 
were levied or issued to pay the cost of street or 
highway improvements or of opening and widening 
proceedings which may be or may have become of 
more than local benefit. Any such act~ of the Legis-
lature heretofore r_dopted &TO hereby confirmed ~"d 
declared valid and shall have the same fore 
effect as if adopted after the effective date ot .A 
amendment. 
WATER DISTRICTS AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS. 
TEMPORARY TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO PAY BONDS OF 
POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS. Assembly Constitutional Amend· YES 
ment 39. Amends section 31 of Article IV of Constitution. Author-· 
16 
izes water districts and water conseryation districts, for the purpose 
of acquiring watel', water rights and other necessary property, to 
acquire and hold sloek of corporations owning waters, water rights. 
canals, water works and franchises. Authorizes treasurer of political 
---
subdivision under resolution of' governing body thereof to make tem-
porary transfer of funds in his custody to pay interest and principal 
of bonds issued by such suo division. 
xo 
Assembly Constitutional Amendment No. 39-.a 
resolution to propose to the peopie of the State 
of California, an amendment to Article IV of the 
Constitution of the State, by ameniling section 
31 thereof, relating to paying the principal and 
interest on bonds issued by city, county, city and 
cOllnty, district or other political subdivision 
whose funds &re in the custody of the treasurer 
of any city, county, or city and county, 
I Thirty..ngbtl 
Resolved by the A;;sembly, the Senat~ concurring, 
'I'htlt the Legislature of the State of California at 
its fifty-first regular se~sion, commencing on the 
seventh day of Jauuary, 1935, b·o-thirds of tbe 
m .. mbers elected to each of the t 11'0 houses of the 
Legislature voting in favor thereof, hereby proposes 
to the peov1e of the St.~te of California, that the 
Constitution of t.h~ fitllts; be amended by amending 
